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on Arcot. They were driven from Tirupati by the Maru-
thas and retired towards Areot, intending first to take Ka-
veripakam and Timiri. But being fore-warned of this,
the French had made careful preparations and repulsed
them twice, compelling them to retreat to Conjeevaraui,
The English themselves were in great want of money. The
net result was that, after months of manoeuvring, the
French cantoned their troops at Wandiwash and Chettu-
pattu and withdrew the rest to Pondicherry; while the
English troops were cantoned at Conjeevaram and Chiu-
gleput; and the only fruit of the campaign for the English
seems to have been the recovery of the Oonjeevaram and
Tiruppassur countries. Thus there was a temporary stale-
mate in the situation in the Carnatic for the time being.
In September 1759 the French fleet under D* Ache land-
ed at Pondicherry about 1,000 soldiers and 1,00 coffres;
but after having quarrelled with Lally he recalled a por-
tion of his men and went away. Bus^y was ordered to pro-
ceed to Wandiwash, where there was a mutiny among the
French soldiers. This was in October. In November,
the English threatened and surrounded Wandiwash; and
on the 1st of December Lally received the news of the Eng-
lish capture of the place. Col. Coote, the new Commander
of the Carnatic Army of the English, who had arrived at
Corgeevaraiu towards the end of November, achieved his
first victory in the capture of Wandiwash. TBrerelon cap-
tured its pettah by assault and being then joined by
Coote, he opened batteries against the fort (29th Novem-
ber) ; and the next day Taqi Sahib, its killedar, surrender
ed, offering to deliver up the French garrison. The
French troops also surrendered at discretion. Taqi Sahib
was confined at Madras and Nawab Muhammad Ali insist-
ed that he should be made to pay 10 lakhs of rupees, being
the arrears due to himself and that he should not be releas-
ed on any account.
Coote attacked Karunguzhi next, whose French gar-
rison surrendered, while the sepoys were disarmed and set
free. The loss of Karunguzhi and of Wandiwash Fort
taught Lally the necessity of concentrating his forces at
one place; and he consequently assembled his an ay at Ar-
cot by calling in all detachments. Early in January 1760,
Coote also arrived in the neighbourhood of A rent; and
both sides were busy for some days out-bidding each other
for the services of Murari Rao and the body of horsemen